Working group 7

Shared access to electronic scientific journals
Considering that equity of access to health sciences information is fundamental to improving health and that Internet, in particular the VHL, potentially make equity of access possible,

We call on national and international institutions to contribute to:

· Developing cooperative collection to rationalize resources and expand access to scientific and technical information;

· Establishing consortia along regional, national and/or thematic lines for electronic access to international scientific journals at fair and affordable prices for developing countries, with the commitment of the institutions involved;

· A joint effort to offer health institutions in the Region, electronic access to a selected group of international scientific journals, the most important of area of health sciences, as in Journals Program of CAPES Foundation in Brazil;

· Evaluating information units by their capacity for providing access to information sources and not only by their existing holdings;

· Initiatives for free access to scientific journals; and

· National and regional initiatives for operation of cooperative services such as interlibrary loan and development of collective catalogs, for shared access to collections in electronic and print format.

We call specially on WHO, as the lead international agency in health, and its partners, to contribute to national and international efforts by:

· Working with the governments to take an active role in supporting and providing information services to the health sector;

· Negotiating with the private sector, including commercial publishers and ICT providers to commit to fair, affordable prices and to building infrastructure to reach the undeserved; and

· Supporting initiatives for free access to scientific literature.

